Malvern Shade Tree Commission

Celebrating Malvern’s 125 Anniversary Year

Witness Tree Recognition Program

Our community is privileged to be the home of a healthy vibrant urban forest. Even more fortunate
is that a significant number of these trees are more than 125 years old.

The Borough Tree Commission invites you to help Malvern Celebrate its 125 anniversary by
discovering the locations of the only living witnesses to our historic founding!

How:

e It’s easy; first look for trees in Malvern Borough that you think might be at least 125 years
old, in most cases these will be large oaks, tulip poplars or maples. However there may be
other species out there such as smaller ornamental trees that were planted by our town
founders over 125 years ago.

e Once you have discovered a candidate tree follow the steps in tree age estimating formula to
determine the tree’s age.

e Complete the Witness Tree submission form to record the trees location, size and other
pertinent information. Take a photo if possible.

e Submit the photo and form in any one of the flowing ways, electronically to the listed email
address, drop the completed form off at our Borough hall or mail the form to Malvern
Borough Hall attention witness tree. (malvernstc@yahoo.com)

The Shade Tree Commission will review each nominations and issue recognition certificates to those
who have submitted qualifying trees. A list of these trees will be maintained by the Tree
Commission to be shared within our community so that we can all appreciate these living legacies of
our town’s history.

If you need help determining the type of tree or your tree is not on the list, please feel free to contact
us and we will be happy to come out and take a look.

Tips:

If the tree you wish to nominate is on private land please ask for permission before
measuring to avoid trespass issues.

e The Memorial Park has several trees that are most certainly 125 years old or more. The
large oak near the speakers stand was probably present at the time of the Battle. The Woods
in the Battlefield also has many trees that would qualify.

e Throughout the Borough are other trees both public and private that should qualify.

e Have fun and involve your family and friends.
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Note: The formula we will be using is based on a Forest Service study of woods grown trees.
Landscape trees can in some cases grow much faster due to better growing conditions. To get an
exact age of a tree would require taking a bore sample or cutting the tree down to count the growth
rings. Both techniques would obviously damage the tree, something we do not condone. Our
acceptance of nominated trees will be based on the formula, overall size of the tree and our
knowledge of local growth rates based on the ring counts from trees that have been previously
removed.

How to Estimate Age:
1. Determine the species of your tree. Make sure it is on the list below.

2. With a tape measure, find the circumference of the tree (in inches) 4 1/2 feet above the ground.
3. Determine the diameter of your tree.

Formula:
Diameter = Circumference divided by 3.14 (pi)

4. Calculate the age of the tree.

Formula: Diameter X Growth Factor

Tree Species } GI:I;C;\::V:'I:I L Tree Species i GF':::‘:':?
American Beech { 6.0 Norway Maple f 4.5
American Elm | 4.0 Norway Spruce § 5.0
America Sycamore 4.0 Pin Oak L 30
Aspen ; 2.0 Redbud 7.0
Austrian Pine 4.5 Red Maple § 4.5
Black Cherry 5.0 Red Oak | 40
Black Maple ) 5.0 Red Pine 5.5
Black Walnut | 4.5 [River Birch 3.5
Common Horsechestnut ; 8.0 §Scaﬂet Oak ‘ 4.0
Colorado Blue Spruce { 4.5 §Scotch Pine 3.5
Cottonwood i 2.0 Shagbark Hickory 7.5
Dogwood l 7.0 iShingle Oak 6.0
Douglas Fir ﬁ 5.0 ~ |Shumard Oak ; 3.0
European Beech ‘ 4.0 ’ ESilyer Maple 3.0
European White Birch 5.0 |Sugar Maple ; 5.0
Green Ash ; 4.0 §Sw¢et Gum J 4.0
Ironwood { 7.0 fTulip Tree % 3.0
Kentucky Coffee Tree ] 3.0 |White Ash 5.0
Linden or Basswood f 3.0 White Birch 5.0
Littleleaf Linden | 3.0 White Oak 5.0
Northern Red Oak ‘ 4 White Pine 5.0

i Yellow Buckeye 5.0




Witness Tree Recognition Program

Name:

Address:

(Malvern Borough)

Phone:

Email:

Type of Tree:

Measurement:

Location of Tree:

Any questions, please feel free to contact us at: malvernstc@yahoo.com

Joe Bones, Bobbi Tower, Linda Burton at STC email or website



