
Malvern Historical Commission

Meeting February 24, 2014

Minutes

Members Present:  Lynne Hockenbury, Barb Leighton, Kurt Leininger, Barbara Rutz, Zeyn Uzman
Members Absent:  Christian Arena, Joan Stackhouse
Guests Present:  Sue Cook, Neil Lovekin, Pat Marcozzi, Helen McDonnell, Beverly Thorpe, Joan Zimnoch
The meeting was called to order at 8:05pm

I. Opening Remarks.  This monthly Commission meeting was preceded by a volunteer meeting for the 125th anniversary events, which was well attended.  Many ideas and suggestions were discussed, most importantly the plans for the August 7th town trolley tour.  Suggestions included a tour brochure or booklet, a tour map, a list of local restaurants, and a separate booklet on the history of Aftican-American churches in Malvern.  A followup meeting immediately prior to the April 28th MHC meeting is planned, to continue our planning for remaining tasks.

II. Approval of Minutes.  The January 27, 2014 minutes were reviewed, corrections noted, and approved as corrected.

III. Financial Report.  No further report to add to last month’s financial report.  Zeyn donated a new printer and scanner which has not yet been installed.  The computer hard drives were copied to an external drive for backup by Zeyn.

IV.  Old Business.  
125th Anniversary:  Additional ideas were discussed for the summer events, including the following:

· Renting restaurant space at Alba’s or Anthony’s, for a “meet & greet” the evening of August 13th.  This event is where the MHC’s first Preservation Awards would be presented.  Lynne will contact the potential restaurants to see if they would be willing to be closed for a few hours that evening.  If not, another local commercial space might be rented (or donated) for a catered food and drink event, or we can use the Historic Sugartown grounds and facilities which they have offered.

· A Parks & Recreation scavenger hunt is to be discussed by Lynne with that commission.

· A MHC-sponsored “dunk tank” at the Fire Company Fair was a popular idea that the MHC will propose (if the carnival won’t already have one).  The Borough Council will be asked for “volunteers” to serve as “dunkees.”

· New memorabilia were discussed that could be ordered for the anniversary, including a commemorative coin, paperweight, and new post cards.  Any of these would include a new logo that can be designed by an art class at Great Valley H.S.

Preservation Awards:  Nothing further to report from last month’s report on these new awards, which are still planned for our August 13th “meet and greet” event.  Barbara R. noted that we will likely make more awards then in subsequent years, since no awards have been made before and we will be “playing catchup.”.

Cleaning of History Center:  Lynne reported that after our “Saturday cleaning” a few weeks ago, only the desk remains to be sorted and cleaned.  Various file “bins” that have been stored under the desk, and general history files and books on a book case, can be sorted and boxed for storage, to allow new space for keeping items specific to Malvern.  Helen will continue to assist with sorting and scanning various files and photos using the new PastPerfect software.  Other topics mentioned during our Saturday cleaning were not discussed and should be on our next agenda, including additional storage space and new furniture (bookcase, display case, etc.)

Summer Intern: The student who will serve as our MHC intern will be ready to start sometime in mid-May, probably through mid-August.  We need to decide how she can best help our goals and tasks, and try to make sure she doesn’t end up doing the same task for most of her time.  We should finalize her priorities by our April meeting.  Her salary was also discussed, which would require additional funds to pay her for half time (20 hours/week) at $10/hour.
V.  New Business.  
Additional Summer Events:  

· The Malvern Fire Company’s annual fair will be July 8 – 12. 

· Sue Cook reminded us of the next Paoli Battlefield paranormal walk scheduled for May 3rd.  The last PBPF dinner talk reported on the walk held last fall, which was very well attended.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.  

The next meeting is on March 24, 2014, at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:

Kurt Leininger, Secretary

Malvern Historical Commission 
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