REGULAR MEETING							JANUARY 6, 2014
BOROUGH COUNCIL							7:30 P.M.
MALVERN BOROUGH

PRESIDING:			David G. Bramwell, President 

INVOCATION:		David B. Burton, Mayor

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

1.	ROLL CALL:		Council President Bramwell
				Council Vice President Raymond
				Council Member Giandonato
				Council Member Lexer
				Council Member Radano
				Council Member Van Sciver
				Mayor Burton

	Council President Bramwell welcomed all attendees to the first meeting of Borough Council in 2014.

2.	APPOINTMENT – MEMBER OF BOROUGH COUNCIL:
	
	Council President Bramwell explained that Council had an application and review process for appointing a resident to fill the unexpired term of Richard Sponenbergh following his resignation from Borough Council.	At the last Council meeting, all applicants were asked to present a three minute statement as to why they would like to be considered for the position on Council.  Council was then provided an opportunity to ask questions of the applicants and at the conclusion of that process, there were three individuals nominated for the open position.  Those three individuals were John Meisel, Jamie Grossman and Gail Newman.  Since that time, one of the applicants, Gail Newman, withdrew her application as she did not meet the residency requirement for Borough Council.  There are now two applicants to consider.  Council was given an opportunity to ask questions of the two remaining applicants.
	Following the question and answer period, Council President Bramwell called for a vote.
	Council Member Lexer stated that he had a chance to visit with all three candidates and all three candidates are deserving of being a member of Borough Council.  He feels they are all highly qualified and up to speed on all the subjects.  Council Member Lexer voted to appoint John Meisel because of his experience in planning that he feels would be helpful.
	Council Member Van Sciver agreed with Council Member Lexer’s remarks regarding the candidates and stated that he was overwhelmed with the number of qualified candidates who attended the December 17th meeting.  Council Member Van Sciver stated there are some issues in front of Borough Council for open government and how the government can be more responsive.  He believes that the election has shown that no development will be entertained for the next several years.  Council Member Van Sciver stated that he thinks it would serve us well to hear the views of Jamie Grossman, who works in American Government, and learn from her about how to manage these issues.
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	Council Member Radano echoed Todd’s comments about the candidates being extremely qualified.  His vote is for John Meisel as he feels John’s qualifications best compliment what all 
the talents are on Borough Council.  He asked that Jamie Grossman run again when a vacancy occurs on Council.
	Council Vice President Raymond agreed that we have an incredible number of qualified candidates.  Her vote goes to Ms. Grossman as she feels her talents and communication skills will serve us best by helping us maintain a dialogue with the citizens and in helping us to reach decisions by consensus when we can.
	Council President Bramwell stated that he had an opportunity to speak with all three candidates and he echoes the other Councilors comments.  He felt that Jamie Grossman was compelling and would like her to stay involved.  But, with the planning process that we have to go through right now, he stated that his vote goes with John Meisel.
	Council Member Giandonato stated that he has been sitting on Council for two years.  When everyone came out for the interview process, he was impressed with their backgrounds and questioned how we could keep them all involved.  He would vote for John Meisel because of his urban planning background.  Council Member Giandonato felt it would be nice to have someone on Council with his knowledge.
	John Meisel received a majority of the votes.
	
	John Meisel was appointed as a member of Borough Council to replace the unexpired term of Richard Sponenbergh.  

3.	OATH OF OFFICE – NEWLY APPOINTED MEMBER OF BOROUGH COUNCIL:

	Mayor David B. Burton administered the Oath of Office to John Meisel, newly appointed member of Borough Council to fill the unexpired term of Richard Sponenbergh.  Said term to expire 1/1/2016.

4.	PUBLIC FORUM:

	Council President informed all present that copies of the agenda are available at the front desk.  This is a Public Session of Council.  Should any citizen/taxpayer wish to offer comments on any item on the agenda, now is the time to bring those comments before Council.  Are there any citizens/taxpayers who wish to bring before Council any item not on the agenda?

	a.	Gail Newman, Landmark Drive, congratulated John Meisel on his appointment to Council.  She stated that she would love to serve on the Planning Commission if Council is taking applications.
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5.	RESOLUTION NO. 673 – CHECK SIGNERS:

	A motion was made by Council Member Van Sciver, seconded by Council Member Lexer and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution No. 673, a Resolution requiring the 
signature of Council Vice President Raymond, Sandra Kelley, the Borough Secretary and MaryLou Whitcomb, the Borough Treasure, on all checks for all Borough banking accounts.

6.	PUBLIC HEARING –DRINKING IN PUBLIC PLACES:

	Council President Bramwell announced that Borough Council will now open a public hearing to consider an Ordinance to permit the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages in public places that have been approved as outdoor cafes.
	The proposed Ordinance was advertised in the Daily Local News on December 27, 2013, as required.
	Helen McDonnell, 322 E. King Street, asked how many businesses would be allowed to get an alcoholic beverage license?  She stated that she would think that Council might want to be concerned about the number of people who can drink outside on the sidewalk.
	Council President Bramwell responded that there are three current pending issues:
	1)	Festivals;
	2)	Alba’s outdoor deck that has a defined scope; and,
	3)	Christopher’s.  His understanding of this is that this is not a blanket approval.  Requests to transfer a liquor license must be approved by Borough Council and the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board.
	Chief Marcelli suggested that Borough approvals should be renewed every year.  If there are continuing problems at an establishment, the Borough should be able to revoke their approval.  If there are no problems, the renewal process would be very simple.
	Further comments included questions regarding the number of licenses that may be approved for the Borough and limiting the hours of operation.
	Council President Bramwell responded that the liquor license that Alba has is a lifetime owner/occupied license.  It is a special license that is a bit unique.
	Jennifer Radano, Jennings Lane, stated that she thinks there should be a cap, too.  She does not want Malvern to turn into Manayunk.  She feels that we should limit the number of licenses in Malvern Borough.
	Council Member Van Sciver stated that he believes the Chief’s comment about the annual renewal of the privilege is a fantastic concept that we should consider.  If we have a good 
business today and it changes tomorrow, he is not sure that we have that flexibility and it should be examined in this ordinance for an annual review.
	All comments having been received, the public hearing was closed.
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	Council Vice President Raymond stated that she agreed with Council Member Van Sciver that the Chief’s idea of requiring annual approval is a good one.  She believes we also need to think in terms of implementing a cap on the number of licenses permitted and include that cap in this Ordinance, or, continue with a case by case approach and approve or not approve on an individual basis.
	Council Member Lexer asked if we can put time constraints into this ordinance.  He questioned whether we want customers outside drinking late at night.
	Additional unanswered questions included how do we document complaints?  What do we do about foot traffic along King Street?  If we have 3-4 bars along King Street, what does that do to the area?  There are currently other areas in town that are undeveloped.  We have a lot of unanswered questions.  We need to carefully consider this ordinance.
	Council Member Meisel suggested that we divorce the issue of sidewalk cafes from the liquor licenses.  There may be other businesses, such as a coffee shop or bakery, that would have outdoor café seating.

	ORDINANCE NO. 2014-1 – DRINKING IN PUBLIC PLACES:

	Ordinance No. 2014-1 was tabled until we can speak with the Solicitor. 
	Council President Bramwell asked Council to compile a list of questions that we have for the solicitor and question an annual permit; administrative remedies for outdoor cafes; our position if they want to fight us or appeal our authority.  It should be considered a privilege, not a right, to be approved for an outdoor café.  The list of questions for the solicitor should be submitted to the Manager.

7.	PUBLIC HEARING – INCREASE MEMBERSHIP ON PLANNING COMMISSION:

	Council President Bramwell announced that Borough Council will now open a public hearing to consider an Ordinance to expand the number of members on the Planning Commission from 5 to 7.
	The proposed Ordinance was advertised in the Daily Local News on December 27, 2013, as required.
	There being no public comment, the public hearing was closed.

	ORDINANCE NO. 2014-1 – INCREASE THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS ON THE PLANNING COMMISSION:

	A motion was made by Council Vice President Raymond, seconded by Council Member Lexer and unanimously carried by a vote of 7-0 to adopt Ordinance No. 2014-1, an Ordinance amending Chapter 25, Section 25-29 I(2) to increase the number of members on the Planning Commission from five to seven and to set their terms.
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8.	RESOLUTION NO. 674 – SCHEDULE OF FEES:

	A motion was made by Council Vice President Raymond and seconded by Council Member Giandonato to approve Resolution No. 674, a Resolution establishing fees charged for services of the Building/Zoning/Administration Departments of the Borough of Malvern.
	Following discussion regarding parking permit fees for residents with no driveways, administrative services to monitor the permits, and parking issues throughout town, Council President Bramwell stated that he would be willing to adopt the Schedule of Fees now and consider the entire parking issue at another time.
	The motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0.

9.	OTHER BUSINESS:

	a.	Proposed ordinance for permit parking in municipal lots – Council Member Lexer asked Chief Marcelli how many parking permits in municipal lots would be allocated to business owners and how many to their employees?  The Chief responded that Hunt Engineering on E. King Street gets 15 parking permits and Malvern Saddlery has two part-time and two full-time employees but only one or two work at any given time.  The Chief stated that he is managing the number of permits being issued. 
	The retailers in Eastside Flats would not be permitted to obtain parking permits.  They must park on-site.
	Council Member Van Sciver stated that Septa has discussed with the Borough about using their lot after off-hours.  The Borough had an applicant who wanted to put in another restaurant on King Street but there was no parking.  At that time we tried to have Septa work with them to use their lot but Septa said “no”.  Septa has indicated that they may be willing to have discussions with the Borough about parking in their lot but we would need a prototypical agreement with Septa for this to happen.
	Following discussion, it was agreed to advertise the proposed Ordinance for adoption at Council’s Regular Meeting on January 21st.

	b.	Memorial Bench – the Manager reported that she had received a request from Weichert Realtors to have a Memorial Bench placed in Burke Park in Memory of Sally Bernardine.  The bench would have a memorial plaque on the back of the seat.  She reported that Sally had been involved with the Borough for many, many years.
	A motion was made by Council Member Radano, seconded by Council Member Lexer and unanimously carried by a vote of 7-0 to approve the memorial bench for Burke Park that will be purchased and installed by Weichert Realtors.
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10.	ADJOURNMENT:	

	All business having been discussed, a motion was made by Council Member Lexer, seconded by Council Vice President Raymond and unanimously carried by a vote of 7-0 to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 p.m.

								Respectfully submitted,



								Sandra L. Kelley
								Secretary/Manager


