
REGULAR MEETING       May 16, 2017 

BOROUGH COUNCIL       7:30 P.M. 

MALVERN BOROUGH 

1 East First Avenue 

Malvern, PA  19355 

 

PRESIDING:  Council President Bramwell 

 

INVOCATION: David B. Burton, Mayor 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

1. ROLL CALL: Council President Bramwell 

   Council Vice-President Uzman 

Council Member Grossman 

Council Member Lexer 

   Council Member Meisel 

Council Member Sinquett 

Council Member (Vacancy) 

   Mayor Burton 

 

Council President Bramwell informed all present that copies of the agenda were available 

at the front entrance. 

 

2. RECORDING OF MEETING: 

 

 Council President Bramwell asked in accordance with Resolution No. 714 if any member 

of the audience was recording the meeting. 

 

 No audience member identified themselves as recording the meeting. 

  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

 A motion was made by Council Vice-President Uzman, seconded by Council Member  

Sinquett, and carried by a vote of 5-0, to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 

April 18, 2017, as submitted. Council Member Lexer abstained as he was not in attendance for 

the meeting. 

 

 A motion was made by Council Vice-President Uzman, seconded by Council Member  

Sinquett, and carried by a vote of 5-0, to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 

May 2, 2017, as submitted. Council President Bramwell abstained as he was not in attendance 

for the meeting. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF REPORTS: 

 

A motion was made by Council Vice-President Uzman, seconded by Council Member  

Lexer and carried by a vote of 5-0 to approve the Treasurer’s Report, the Committee Reports for 

Finance & Administration, Public Safety, Public Works and the Chief of Police Report, the Code 

Enforcement and Zoning Officer’s Reports (Building Inspector’s Report, Housing and Property 

Maintenance Report, and Zoning Report), the Superintendent of Public Works Report, and the 

Manager’s Report for the month of May 2017, as submitted. 



REGULAR MEETING        

May 16, 2017       

Page 2 

 

 

5. BOROUGH COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

a.   Finance & Administration 

 

Borough Manager Bashore stated the Finance and Administration Committee met on  

April 18, 2017. Matters before the Committee included reviewing a proposed ordinance to 

amend chapter 32, Pensions, of the Malvern Borough Code of Ordinances, an update to the 

Borough’s Personnel Policy Handbook, and reviewed the 2016 Financial Audit for the Borough.  

 
b.  Public Safety 

 

Borough Manager Bashore stated the Public Safety Committee met on May 16, 2017  

prior to this evening’s meeting. At this meeting, the Committee reviewed the results from the 

online survey and public open house that were conducted as part of the Borough’s Vision 

Partnership Program grant. Based on the results of the survey, the scope of work has been 

updated to reflect the feedback received by the community. 

 

c.   Public Works 

  

 Borough Manager Bashore stated the Public Works Committee has not met since the 
April 18, 2017 meeting of Borough Council. The Committee reviewed proposals via email from 

Practical Energy Solutions and Summer Consultants to prepare the design, bid specifications, and 

coordinate bidding for the upgrade to the HVAC system at Borough Hall. Upon review of the 

proposals, they will be presented to Borough Council for authorization. 

 

6. PRESENTATION – GEORGE FIEO, CPA – 2016 FINANCIAL REPORT AND AUDIT: 

 

Mr. Fieo provided an overview of his accounting firm’s drafting of the 2016 Audited 

Financials, citing the requirements of Generally Accepted Auditing Standard (GAAS) #114 “The 

Auditor’s Communication With Those Charged With Governance.” Mr. Fieo stated the 

Borough’s financial statements for 2016 Calendar Year are accurate and has not identified any 

findings. 

 

 A motion was made by Council Vice-President Uzman, seconded by Council Member  

Meisel, and carried by a vote of 6-0, to approve the 2016 Malvern Borough Financial Report and 

Audit, as submitted. 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE #2017 – 2: BOROUGH OF MALVERN POLICE  

PENSION, DEATH, AND DISABILITY PLAN AMENDMENT:  

 

Borough Manager Bashore stated before Borough Council is a proposed Ordinance No. 

2017 – 2 to amend Chapter 32, “Pensions,” of the Borough of Malvern Code of Ordinances in 

order to provide for a Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) for the members of the Police 

Pension Fund. During the negotiations for the new Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA), the 

Borough and the Police Association agreed on the establishment of a DROP. Per the CBA, the 

DROP has a two (2) year maximum participation and the decision to enter the DROP must be  
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made within one (1) of an officer reaching normal retirement age. Act 205 requires that the 

municipality adopt an ordinance in order for the DROP to be put into effect. 

 

This ordinance has been reviewed by the Finance & Administration Committee, who 

recommend that it be adopted. At the recommendation of the Borough’s Labor Counsel, Scott 

Blissman, Esq., a courtesy copy was provided to the Police Officers’ Association. The Police 

Officers’ Association had no comments on the proposed ordinance. This ordinance was 

advertised in the May 5, 2017 edition of the Daily Local newspaper as required. 

 

 Council President Bramwell announced that Borough Council will open a Public Hearing 

to consider Ordinance #2017- 2. 

 

 There being no public comment, Council President Bramwell closed the Public hearing. 

 

8. ORDINANCE NO. 2017-2: 

 

 A motion was made by Council Vice-President Uzman, seconded by Council Member  

Grossman, and carried by a vote of 6-0, to adopt Ordinance No. 2017 – 2, amending chapter 32 

of the Malvern Borough Code of Ordinances related to the Borough of Malvern Police Pension, 

Disability, and Death Plan. 

 

9. PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT: 

 

 A motion was made by Council Member Grossman, seconded by Council Vice-President  

Uzman and carried by a vote of 6-0 to appoint Elizabeth Scoropanos to the Malvern Borough 

Parks & Recreation Committee, with a term to expire on January 1, 2021. This appointment is to 

fill the unexpired term of Christian Arena, who resigned from the Committee on April 18, 2017. 

 

10. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a. Ordinance No. 2016-2: Issuance of Non-Electoral Debt 

 

Council President Bramwell tabled this agenda item for discussion. 

 

b. Borough Council Vacancy 

 

Council President Bramwell asked Council if they would object to him asking the 

applicants questions regarding the open vacancy as he was absent from the May 2, 2017 

Meeting. No member of Council was in opposition. 

 

 Council President Bramwell asked all applicants if he or she would consider borrowing 

funds to complete capital projects, such as a borough-wide sidewalk project. The following 

applicants provided their view: Kelly Schmitt, Amy Finkbiner, Gail Newman, John Kohler, and 

John Buckley. 
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 Borough Solicitor Christakis outlined the appointment process by recommending a 

Council Member make a motion to appoint one of the applicants, if a second is made then 

Council is to take a vote. Once a nominee receives a majority of a vote or a tie is broken by the 

Mayor then that individual is immediately appointed. 

 

 A motion was made by Council Member Grossman, seconded by Council Vice-President  

Uzman to appoint Amy Finkbiner to fill the unexpired term, set to expire January 1, 2018, of 

Christine Arena. 

 

 Council President Bramwell called for a vote: 

 

 Yea – Council Member Sinquett  Nay – Council Member Meisel 

      Nay – Council Member Lexer 

Nay – Council President Bramwell 

 

With three (3) votes “Yea” and three (3) votes “Nay” Mayor Burton placed his vote to 

break the tie. Mayor Burton voted “Yea”. 

 

Mayor Burton performed the swearing in ceremony of Amy Finkbiner. 

 

c. Zoning Hearing Board 

 

Borough Manager Bashore stated one (1) new application is before the Zoning Hearing 

Board. The applicants are Jerome and Patty Heppelmann and the subject property is 5 Raffaela 

Drive. The applicant is seeking a variance from Chapter 220, Section 602.B.6 in order to allow 

for an additional 266 sq. ft. (2.4%) of maximum lot coverage for the expansion of a rear-yard 

deck. The Planning Commission met on May 4, 2017 to review the application. Upon review, the 

Planning Commission has no concerns and has recommended Borough Council not send the 

Borough Solicitor to the Zoning Hearing, scheduled for May 22, 2017. 

 

Council President Bramwell polled the Council, no member of Council was inclined to 

send the Borough Solicitor to the Zoning Hearing. 

 

d. Community Arts Project 

 

Council President Bramwell stated as the proposed ‘Pop Art’ statues have received  

negative feedback from residents of the neighborhood, Borough Council will hear public 

comments. Council President Bramwell stated that the project will be referred back to the Public 

Works Committee for guidance on the next steps forward.  Council President Bramwell stated 

that input may be sought from other Borough boards and committees, including the Parks & 

Recreation Committee. 

 

 Patricia Marcozzi, 221 Channing Avenue, stated she wished the neighbors who face the 

proposed art were included in the initial discussions and for borough council to consider the 

large mature trees that are located in the rear of borough hall. 
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 Danny Fruchter, 234 Channing Avenue, stated he was not in favor of the proposed dog 

statues and would like Borough Council to work with the neighbors of Channing Avenue that 

would have to see the statues on a daily basis. 

 

 The following letters of concern were read aloud regarding the proposed community 

project, in the rear of borough hall. The author of the letters were: 

1) Sidne Baglini, 203 Channing Avenue 

2) Norm Baglini, 203Channing Avenue 

3) Isabel Leininger, 211 Channing Avenue 

4) Kurt Leininger, 211 Channing Avenue 

5) Stephen Stuut, 218 Channing Avenue 

6) Nancy Schill, 235 Channing Avenue 

7) Sarah Bones, 25 High Street 

 

Jennifer Benson, 218 Roberts Lane, stated her enthusiasm for the proposed art project 

and believes it spurs community support. 

 

Frances Biondi, 421 Monument Avenue is in favor of Borough Council encouraging 

diversity through different art mediums. 

 

Danny Fruchter, 234 Channing Avenue, asked Council President Bramwell if the letters 

may be entered into the official record and placed on the borough’s website. Council President 

Bramwell directed Borough Manager Bashore to have the letters placed on the borough website. 

Borough Solicitor Christakis stated the minutes may be entered in as an official record as part of 

the approved minutes of Borough Council. 

 

11. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

a. No new business presented. 

 

12. PUBLIC FORUM: 

 

 Council President Bramwell advised citizens/taxpayers that Public Forum is the time  

to offer comments to bring any issues/concerns before Council that were not on the agenda. 

 

a. No public comment was made. 

 

13. ADJOURMENT: 

  

At 8:58 p.m. Council President Bramwell stated Council will adjourn to executive session  

to discuss personnel matters. 

 

 Council President Bramwell reconvened the public meeting at 9:19 p.m. 

 

 All business having been discussed, a motion was made by Council Vice-President 

Uzman, seconded by Council Member Lexer, and carried by a vote of 7-0 to adjourn the meeting 

at 9:20 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

        

 

Neil G. Lovekin 

Assistant Secretary 




















